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Olphert Estate is not in. Gweedore proper at all” Now, the 


THE WAR AGAINST THE OLPHERT 
TENANTS. 


[vROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT. | 


It would be unpardonable were I not to send a commu- 
nication for next issue from the scene of war ; or, perhaps, a 
better term might be just now, the seat of law at Falcarragh. 
The truth is, a compound phrase to comprise both ideas 
would be the best, if I could find one, for the war and the 
law go hand-and-hand in all current events here. But what 
can I say on either factor of the situation that is not flashed 
each evening to the ends of the earth! Casting around, I 
observe one object that has not for so far attracted much 
notice, and I may, therefore, bestow on it some special 
attention—it is the Tory petrel that visits these parts of late 
when the storm is at its worst. 

Mr. T. W. Russell, M.P., “came and saw” and—wrote 
for his Tory and Unionist employers when the first evictions 
were on in January. He paid another flying visit last week 
to the Falcarragh and Gweedore district, aud the first of his 
letters appeared in the local Orange organ—TZhe Derry 
Sentinel —on Saturday last, copied from the Z¥mes. The second 
helped to fill two columns of that discreditable journal 
on Monday. Mr. Russell, as an investigator, is unique. 
He simply drives from one end of the district to the other, 
—some 30 or 40 miles—at full speed, and back again at the 
same rate, only making a call on the recognised champions 
of landlordism and despotism ¢# #oute.- Mr. Russell is an 
exceedingly delicate-looking man, and every allowance is to 
be made for his hurrying through his tour of investigation, 
and getting away from these wild mountains, especially in 
such weather as we are having, with the least possible delay. 
But might not Mr. Russell accomplish his object quite as 
well, and with equal satisfaction to all concerned, by simply 
asking his friends in the district and elsewhere to send to 
him by post all they want him to say for them. Indeed, this 
is Mr. Russell's own opinion, for his letter referred to has 
been written in advance of his coming! He ended his letter 
to the Zimes, written at Londonderry on the 22nd inst, 
thus ; “‘ By to-morrow at mid-day I hope to be on the Olphert 
Estate, and will then see what is fact and what is fiction.” 
In another place he writes: ‘‘ Knowing both the locality and 
the circumstances fairly well, and being es route for the seat 
of war, perhaps I may be allowed to put some of the more 
salient facts of the situation,” &c.! Asa specimen of his 
knowledge of the locality, he makes Falcarragh and Cross- 
roads two distinct villages, whereas these are but two names 
for one and the same village—and that by far the largest and 
most important one—in the entire district that he is writing 
about. And again: “It should be borne in mind that the 


Olphert Estate is partly in Gweedore proper, and partly in 
the Cloghaneely or Falcarragh parish. On this topographical 
error Mr. Russell hangs one of his most serious ch 
against Father McFadden—of having interfered with affairs 
outside his own parish in criticising the management of the 
Olphert Estate. I do not think that Mr. Russell’s argument 
would be good in any circumstances. The war, as he calls 
it, now concentrated at Falcarragh, is much more than a 
parochial affair. It involves principles that affect. the Irish 
agrarian question generally, and that have a special signifi- 
cance in Donegal and in similar parts of Ireland. It means 
must the people as well as the prairie be regarded as the 
landlord’s property ? I will test another proposition or two 
in Mr. Russell’s preliminary communication. It would be a 
tedious business to follow him throughout this rhapsody of 
fiction and incongruity. Mr. Russell: ‘It is untrue to say 
that the oat crop was a failure last year. It was an uncom- - 
monly good crop all over Ireland, and Donegal was no ex- 
ception to the rule, as the Registrar-General’s returns show.” 
Mr. Russell should remember that he is writing on the 
Falcarragh and Gweedore district exclusively. The 
Registrar-General’s returns do not deal specifically with this 
district, in which we all know the oats are never an important 
crop, and in which they were last season a miserable failure, 
Mr. Russell has to admit that the potato crop was a failure 
in the district last year ; and manifestly, were facts not avail- 
able, where the potatoes failed from excessive rain aod cold, 
the oats could nut succeed better. Mr. Thomas Mcl.elland, 
Balfern, Scotland, himself an extensive and practical farmer, 
was here last autumn, as Commissioner for the Scoésman, to 
report on the crops, and he stated, as the result of his skilled 
and minute inspection, that “ the oats in all these parts were 
hardly worth the expenses of harvesting !” ; 

Mr. Russell writes of the potato crop in Ireland generally 
in 1887—“ There were ¢hree crops rather than one.” Now, 
when anyone ventures to write in this exaggerated strain it is 
time for sensible people to allow him to pass unnoticed. 
Mr. Russell never fails to use official figures when he has 
them, but he does not quote the Registrar-General’s returos 
in support of this fiction, and we cannot accept it on Mr. 
Russell’s word simply. Admittedly the potatoes were. an 
excellent crop, even in this district, in 1887, but Mr. Russell’s 
inference from the fact is altogether wrong. He states that 
“ the seed potatoes for the Arran islands were largely sent 
from this very district,” and asks, “ Where is the money.un- 
doubtedly made in 1887?” We have a right to ask,:Mr, 
Russell in what quantty and at what price were potatoes.go 
disposed of? But not to embarrass him unduly, IL make 
this counter statement—no matter what quantity of 
may have been sold, the prices were so low on account of the 
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abundance of the supply that expenses of cultivation were | 


not covered. Nay, more, potatoes went to loss because they 
would not pay a fraction over carriage. But even supposing 
that the plentiful supply of potatoes meant money, I can 


readily tell Mr. Russell where it might very properly have | 


gone without remaining a hidden treasure in the possession of 
the peasaots ever since, Much larger sums of money than 
Mr. Russell conjectures would have been necessary to pay the 
shop debts for Indian meal everywhere in the district, which 
debts unfortunately are still in the books. Mr. Russell pre- 
tends to be an authority on our local affairs, and yet he has 
not made the slightest reference to this all-important matter 
of shop debts. Thousands of pounds in each parish stand 
against the peasants for the barest necessaries of life, and 
Mr. Russell is all wrath and indignation that they are not 
pouring gold into the rent office. 

Mr. Russell describes “the Gweedore district as simply a 
grouse mountain. . . utterly unfit for human habitation,” 
and he indicates wholesale emigration as the proper 
remedy. By-and-by he advocates “a scheme to open up 
the country by means of railway accommodation” as a 
concurrent remedy. The grouse will have a fine time of it 
in Gweedore when they will be able to ride in railway 
carriages! For once I can fully agree with Mr. T. W. 
Russell—* There is no use in politicians, intoxicated with 
party spirit, going to Donegal.” A more conspicuous mounte- 

k than Mr. Russell, as an investigator of the condition 
of affairs here, it would be difficult to imagine. But, of 
course, he is very properly selected for the part assigned him 
in the travesty of government that obtains here at present. 


WITH THE WOMEN’S DEPUTATION IN 
DONEG 


By ELLen CHapmMan, L.LA. 
GWEEDORE. 
WHEN we landed in Dublin we made all haste to Gweedore— 
for I had found a letter waiting me there from the good 
Father McFadden, saying that he was out on bail. 

At Letterkenny, whom should I fall in with but the 
celebrated T, W. Russell, who seemed impressed with the 
poverty and misery of West Donegal, although I hardly 
know if he has had the courage to say so to the English 
papers or his friends in the House. Never in my life have 
I seen such misery—black dire poverty everywhere. 

On Saturday we went all through the districts of Carricks, 
Bloodyforeland, Glassagh, and Brinlack, visiting almost every 
house. In not one did we see anything approaching the 
comfort of a day-labourer’s cottage in England. Let me 
describe the best I saw. It was that of a young man and 
woman who had three children, there was no chimney, only 
a hole in the roof, a small table on one side of the room, 
two rough chairs—one with no back to it, two low stools 
about eight inches high, a pot, two or three basins and plates, 
a few potatoes, and a very little box for holding the family 
clothes—a box not larger than an English kitchen girl takes 
with her to her first place. A wooden frame covered with 
some sacking and a rough quilt or two, completed the 
furniture of their one room, which formed the whole cottage. 
The cottage itself was well thatched, had a small window, 
and a door high enough to get in at. One end of the room 
was set apart for cow and pig, the other for the handsome 
young family, who, though barely able to keep body and 
soul, were yet doing their best to keep together the humble 
home, but with little success, for they were quite ruined by 
the bad times, and unable to pay half the rack rent demanded, 
which the land could not possibly produce. But this was a 
solitary case. There were all shades poorer, but in very few 
houses did I see either food or clothes—in none besides the 
one I mentioned any box holding clothes. Let me just 

ibe two or three others. ; 
eae little hut, where an old man and woman lived, both 
over 90, there was absolutely nothing in the place but the 
rags which served for a bed and a little peat burning on the 
hearth. Poor people! It was just heartbreaking to see 
them, and they were under notice of eviction. That wretched 
home was to be thrown down and they themselves turned 
road-side. 
thee case. I saw one woman with a few wretched 
ch as we give to pigs in England. These miser 
able little things she was cutting into two and three pieces, 
setting on one side the bits that had any sprouts on them to 
set as seed for this year’s crop, and the other little scraps 
putting by to keep for food. 


Into another little cot we could only get by bending 
‘ down our heads, and inside we saw a man, two women, and 
_ a child cowering by the fire round an old basket lid with a 
few potatoes and a scrap of fish, The house was absolutely 
desolate, and so dark that it was some minutes before we 
could distinguish anything in the place. 
One more description before we leave this sad subject. 


| 


‘ A miserable hut of sods, not more than six feet square, a 


roof open to the winds and rain of heaven, a door, to enter 
which we had again to bend almost double, a stool, a sack 
and a very few potatoes ; and for this den, which is so miser- 
able, with one rood of bog and stones, the unfortunate old 
woman who lives there pays fifteen shillings a year, or rather, 
she does not pay it, for no power on earth could make it 
possible for her to get the money out of her wretched holding, 

And yet we are told that there is no distress—that poverty 
is only an excuse—that the rents are not too high. Well, when 
the landlords can grow hothouse flowers, and the unfortunate 
tenants are just starved to death, how in the name of common 
sense can that be true? Are the people who malign the 

try of Ireland quite mad, or utterly careless of the 
truth if by lies they can serve a political end? Would that 
thousands of English men and women would come to these 
remote parts of the country and learn the truth from the 
lips of the suffering ones themselves—their simple story 
would touch many a heart, and the truth would raise such a 
storm that Balfour would soon be overthrown. 

Let me now give one touch of the military rule here. 
On Sunday afternoon the delegates from Nottingham 
and myself made short speeches—cheering the people. I 
praised the Plan and the League, encouraged the people to 
stick together, and congratulated them on having their good 
priest once more amongst them. I told them, that though I 
had never seen him till this week, we, in England, knew him 
to be “‘ the powerfulest preacher, the tenderest teacher, and the 
kindliest creature in old Donegal.” In the evening I got on 
some rising ground, and soon we had some hundreds round 
us. I told them I had a message to them from the English 
people. I had heard two contradictory statements when in 
England—one that I should not be allowed to open my 
mouth in Ireland—the other that there was the same law 
for England as Ireland—that I had not been prevented from 
speaking during the morning, that I would tell them——hereI 
was cut short by one of the police who had been watching 
us all day, telling me that if I did not leave off they would 
prosecute the people for being there. I then told the people 
that I was not allowed to give them my message, wished 
them the best of good luck, and begged them to go home 
quietly. I then went with them along the road, talking to 
the people as I went. We soon distanced the police, and 
on reaching my lodgings said a few words more to the people, 
who responded with a hearty cheer. At this, the police came 
up with a run, but they were too late to hear a word that 
had been said. 

Later on, going out to pay a visit, I found both sides of 
the house guarded, and at the close of this, my first Sunday, 
in Donegal, the house is being watched by members of Her 
Majesty’s Army of Occupation in Ireland (alias the Royal 
Irish Constabulary). 


* & 

Miss H. B. Thomson, one of the Edinburgh delegates, 
writes to us as follows: On Easter Monday we drove from 
Dunfanaghy, where we had been compelled to spend the 
preceding Sabbath, to Falcarragh, on the Olphert estate, the 
scene of the recent evictions, and of Mr. Harrison’s arrest. 
As we neared the village, at a spot where the road takes a 
sudden bend, we were startled by finding ourselves face to 
face with a procession of about fifty policemen—young, 
strong, stalwart fellows, each about six feet in height, and 
armed with carbines. These men had been assisting at 
evictions that morning, or during the week preceding, and 
were now returning to Letterkenny. A little further on we 
saw what seemed to be another procession. Hundreds of Irish 
women, barefoot, hungry and weary, but looking very. pictu- 
resque, from the bright checked shawls which nearly all wore 
over their heads, were coming towards us; others sat by the 
roadside, and looked wistfully at us, while, scattered through- 
out these women, were groups of darkly-uniformed constabu- 
lary. ‘Who are these women” I asked of our cardriver, 
“and where are they going?” To my first question he 
replied, “ These are the wives of evicted tenants, and their 
husbands have mostly been arrested.” Then, stopping the 
car, he asked one woman, in Irish, where she was going? 
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‘To seek for relief,” was her reply, and then we noticed that 
the crowd was wending its way to the little Catholic Chapel 
which stands on an eminence outside the village. Falcarragh 
itself looked like a place seized and occupied by the enemy 
in time of war. We saw no appearance of work or trade of 
any kind, but everywhere, at the windows, in the doorway, 
seated on the walls, by the roadside, or standing in groups 
about the street, were strong, able-bodied, idle policemen, 
with several spies in plain clothes scattered amongst them. 
Such a parade of forcible occupation no one who has not 
seen it could imagine. 

Our next experience was that of having our every move- 
ment tracked and noted. ‘Two members of Parliament, 
Professor Swift McNeil and Mr. O’Hea, took us ona car 
to visit the scene of the evictions, and immediately rattling 
after us came a car carrying three of the police and two 
short-hand writing detectives, and they followed us so closely 
that, as we drove along, we could frequently stroke the nose 
of their car horse. Wherever we stopped they stopped, 
when we dismounted so did they, and when we spoke to any- 
one out came the pencils and note-books, and every word 
was jotted down. At one place, by suddenly springing from 
the car while it was still in motion, and making a rush, we 
managed to get within a house from which the occupants 
had not yet been evicted, in which evicted tenants were 
sheltered, and contrived to have the door bolted before the 
detectives arrived. A few moments afterwards a woman 
came to the window and warned the women within that the 
note-taker was listening behind the door. We opened the 
door quickly and found her information true, but fastened it 
again before he could enter. 

That evening Mr. Harrison and the other prisoners were 
brought over 29 miles of moorland and sea coast in open 
cars, and in the biting cold. 


THE PARNELL COMMISSION. 


On Tuesday the curtain was again lifted, and the scene 
proved to be one of the most interesting in the great political 
drama of the century. This was the examination of Mr. 
Parnell before the Commission. It was evident that the 
Irish leader was in good health. Seldom has there been so 
much colour in his cheeks, and such animation in his glance. 
In spite of the unpropitious nature of the weather, the audi- 
ence contained an even greater proportion of women than 
heretofore. Archbishop Walsh was in the jury box, while 
Mr. H. H. Fowler sat among the Queen’s Counsel. Mr. 
Parnell walked to the witness box immediately the 
Commissioners had taken their seats, carrying in his hand a 
black bag filled with papers. Standing very erect, with the 
familiar black frock coat buttoned tight about him he pro- 
ceeded to enter upon the ordeal of his great career, as he 
stood for five hours resting his weight a good deal on his 
arms with his hands spread out on the ledge in front of him. 
Mr. Parnell’s examination amounted to an autobiography of 
a nature so interesting that it is impossible to summarise it 
with anything like justice or effect. - Little by little, by his 
statements on oath, he successfully dispelled the few myths 
which up till then remained unexploded, upon which was 
built up the fabric of Parnellism and Crime. Mr. Parnell 
confessed to having once been a member of a “secret 
society "—yes—and here is a point for the Unionist ladies 
who took part in the meeting at Birmingham— tell it only in 
whispers, the Irish leader was once—a Forester! This 
was the only “secret society” with which Mr. Parnell ever 
had anything to do. One of the most touching parts of his 
evidence was that in which he described his investigations 
into the condition of the West of Ireland in the years 
1877-8-9. Mr. Parnell disclaimed any knowledge of ever 
having delivered the famous “ Last Link” speech upon which 
so much store has been set by the “paper Unionists.” Further, 
he had never met Patrick Ford, as stated by Le Caron. 
Another feature in his examination was that in which he 
described his genuine horror at the Phoenix Park murders, 
which had been such a blow to the success of the cause. 
“The accursed furies came with their shears and slit the 
thin spun thread of Irish hope and happiness.” 

On Wednesday, the Attorney-General commenced the 
cross-examination of Mr. Parnell. He did it ina peremptory, 
blustering fashion, much as if the hon. member were believed to 
be a secret friend of burglars, and in fact a receiver of stolen 
goods, who, cunning rogue though he might be, was about to 
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be exposed and utterly demolished. This manner took 
everybody by surprise, most of all Mr. Parnell, who answered 
the first questions in a kind of bewildered way, and seemed 
unable to see what the lawyer was driving at. But he 
kept perfectly cool and collected, giving subtly careful 
answers, which from their very completeness angered the 
Attorney-General more and more. No printed report of the 
day’s proceedings can ible reflect the impression of 
immense astuteness which listeners gained from hearing the 
Irish leader's replies. Never once did it seem to anybody 
for a moment that he was cornered, and very often in 
answering questions meant to be damaging he succeeded in 
getting in little speeches which ought to be of value to his 
side. 


WHAT WOMEN ARE DOING. 


Miss Patmore, daughter of Coventry Patmore, is exhi- 
biting with Mrs. Allingham at the Fine Art Society’s 
Gallery, in Bond Street. 


Princess Christian will open on May 11th the new 
building of the Blackheath and Charlton Cottage Hospital, 
Shooter’s Hill Road. 


Mrs. Ernest Hart has written to the Pall Mall Gasette 
a long letter on Distressed Gweedore, in which she says: 
‘Poor, congested, Denegal is; ayricultural she can never 
hope to be ; but she can yet hope to be industrial in the same 
way and by the same means as the Tyrol, the Erzgebirge, 
and Thuringia have become industrial.” 


The Marchioness of Salisbury distributed the prizes 
to the successful students of the East Herts School of Art, 
at Hertford, on the 25th ult. 


Miss E. M. Michael, from Somerville and Miss A. 
M. Sellar from Lady Margaret, are amongst the students 
who have won “Firsts” in Classical Moderatorships at 
Oxford. 


Harriet Beecher Stowe’s “ Life,” told chiefly in her 
own words, and including numerous letters, will be published 
shortly by Sampson, Low, & Co, 


Madame de Morsier, secretary of the Congrés Inter- 
national des CEuvres et Institutions Feminine, is anxious that 
all English societies formed for promoting the advancement 
of women should be represented at the Conference to be 
held in Paris during the Exhibition season, 


The Misses Scott have placed in Rochester Cathedral 
a massive brass rail desk for the altar space, in memory of 
their father, the late Dean Scott, and as an Easter offering. 


The ay Mary Pepys recited Tennyson’s ‘ May 
Queen,” at the ‘“May-Day Medley” given in the Concert 
Room of the Meistersingers’ Club, in St. James’s Street, on 
Wednesday evening, April 24th, in aid of the Hospitals’ 
Association. 


The Princess of Wales will lay the foundation-stone of 
Mrs. Dr. Garrett Anderson’s new Hospital for Women, 
Euston Road, on the 7th instant. 


Miss Gertrude May exhibits this year in both the 
Academy and Grosvenor. 


The Baroness Burdett Coutts opened a Cookery and 
Food Exhibition in the Duke of Wellington Riding School 
at Knightsbridge on Tuesday afternoon. 


Miss Ormerod’s diagrams, brought out for the Agricul- 
tural Society, have been recommended strongly as pictures 
in schools, illustrating the changes of some of the most 
common and injurious insects, by the Hon. Egerton Hub- 
bard, M.P. 


Miss eden has returned to town from Rome, where 
she was received by the Queen of Italy, who much appre- 
ciated her singing, 


Miss Agnes Weston, the temperance worker among 
the seamen of Devonport and Portsmouth, spoke at the 
annual meeting of the National Temperance League ‘in 
Exeter Hall on Monday evening, 
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WOMEN IN AMERIOA. 


— 


We learn from one of our American contemporaries that, 
in’ the interest of women’s suffrage two events, significant 
though of minor importance, have recently occurred ; the 
amendment of the charter of the Conservative city of Detroit, 
80 a8 to allow women to vote for school inspectors, and the 
subsequent passing of a Bill sent to the Legislature by the 
women's suffrage party, forbidding boards of registration to 
meet in rooms or buildings where liquor is sold. It has 
been a common thing in Detroit, as in many other cities, to 
locate the registration office for voters in a saloon, and this 
was counted upon by those not in favour of women voting 
as an insurmountable obstacle to their using the right given 
them to any extent this year. It did not, however, prove so. 
A despatch says: “It was curious to see the effect of a 
woman’s ‘presence in the saloons. All the saloon keepers 
made some pretence of cleaning up. Some of the saloons 
were decorated, and none made any attempt to sell liquor 
while women were present. One dealer was unable to stand 
the sight of a woman in his saloon, and moved the office of 
registration next door.” 

Great was the surprise when the list of women registered 
contained 2,700 names; and the result of the election 
showed that not only had the women voted in great numbers, 
but had elected one of their candidates for school inspector. 
Although the action of the Legislature granting the right to 
vote was so close upon the elections, the women went to 
work w.th a will. They put up candidates in seven wards, 
and in'some of the wards made a house-to-house canvass, 
encouraging and instructing the newly-enfranchised as to 
their duties. 

Some who at first expressed great disgust decided at last 
to register, while a few were unconvertible. One very 
large, coarse woman, when politely asked if she did not wish 
to register, replied: “No, I do not. I have no wish to 
become masculine!” Another said she “ would not trouble 
herself about such things as politics; she left them to the 
Lord.” 

“If you wish to build a house, would you leave it to the 
Lord to do?” was the question put to her. She meekly 
and consistently replied, ‘‘ Yes.” 

It was several times said by men: “No; we want no 
women on the school board; woman’s place is in the 
kitchen.” Another added, “If even his mother wanted to 
vote he wouldn't let her!” 

In Kansas tho.sands of women participated in the recent 
municipal elections. It has been confidently asssumed that 
women would not vote if they had a chance, and when they 
did vote in large numbers in Kansas as soon as they had the 
privilege, it was asserted that it would not last. It was the 
craze that always follows a new departure. But in Topeka 
alone ovér 2,300 voted. In Leavenworth a thousand more 
women voted this year than two years ago. In Wichita, 
Atchison, Fort Scott, and smaller cities, the numbers far 
exceeded thcse of 1887. In Cottonwood Falls and Ross- 
ville, two small cities, the entire government has been put 
into the hands of women! A year ago, Oskaloosa elected a 
woman mayor, and a city council composed entirely of 
women, and the people were so well pleased with this 
management of the city affairs that they were all nominated 
for re-election. Two of the council declined to serve again, 
and other women were put in their places, and the ticket 
was elected. When the woman mayor was elected a year 
ago, the matter was considered a huge joke, and no end of 
‘“tunny” things were said. But when it was found that the 
women could enforce the Sunday law, compel the property- 
owners to put streets and sidewalks into good order, and 
bring about various necessary reforms, there was less disposi- 
‘tion’ to consider the situation humorous, and the re-election 
of the women-proves the prosperity of the city under their 


it is said that before the women took hold of affairs 
the city had an unenviable dere : nies sige dirty bans 
neglected, pro was wed to run down, tenem 
iti sigalg Aa char was a general lack of thrift and 
enterprise. Now the whole aspect is changed. Real estate 
has advanced in value, tenements are filled up, and there is 
an evident pride in the city’s reputation for good morals, law 
and order, One move the women made was a proclamation 
ordering all the boys under the age of 18 years to keep off 
he streets after eight o’clock at night. They tried to stop the 
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squirting of tobacco juice over the sidewalks, but that was a 
personal liberty that the law would not allow them to meddle 
with. ‘They have, however, by personal and persistent effort 
made tobacco spitting and the use of oaths in the streets very 
unpopular. In their twelve months’ administration the 
women wiped out the whole debt of the city, and have a 
surplus in the treasury. 

The women have not only demonstrated capacity in the 
administration of municipal affairs, but have proved them- 
selves able to manage politics. The women who have just 
been re-elected in Oskaloosa managed thei own preliminaries, 
conducted their own canvass, arid performed all the functions 
necessary to election by honourable means. They took firm 
but reputable measures to see that their full vote was polled, 
and that they were not counted out by fraudulent inspectors. 
They had in opposition all the rough element of the city 
ready for all the emergencies that so frequently arise in 
politics. Moreover, the opposition had put women on their 
ticket also, the trick itself being a tribute to the success of 
the administration. The women’s party seem to have suc- 
ceeded simply on their merits ; they had with them the best 
public sentiment, and the support of the police and the 
Officers of election. 
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WOMEN IN FRANCE. 


MpME. RENooz is an authoress and editor. She has devoted 
many years to scientific research. A scientific treatise entitled 
“ L’ Evolution de homme et des Animaux: Histoire positive 
du developpement primitif, demontrée par le développement 
embryonnaire,” by Mdme. Renooz, appears in numbers. 
The authoress propounds a new theory of evolution, in which 
she proposes to demonstrate the direct evolution of animal 
life from that of vegetable life. Za Revue Scientifique des 
Femmes appears monthly. The editor (Mdme. Renooz) is 
aided by a large staff of distinguished women scientists, 
doctors, &c. Among them we notice Mdlle. Blanche 
Edwards and Mesdames Contée, Brés, Rose, Perrée, and 
Mesnard, M.D.’s of the Paris medical faculty ; Mdlle. Emma 
Chenée, licencée es Sciences Mathématiques ; Mdme. Stanislas 
Mennier, of whom I have said a few words in a previous 
letter, and in a future one I must reserve space to do honour 
to a book on geology recently written by her. It will be seen 
that able women workers are easily found in France. Mdme. 
Renooz, without difficulty, organises an able staff to furnish 
her with scientific and medical contributions. Mdme. Koppe, 
in her philanthropic work, is also well seconded by her com- 
patriots.) Mdme. Renooz shows a commendable cosmopolitan 
spirit in her review. A 5 nay chapter is devoted to chronicle 
what women are doing abroad. 

Mdme. Louise Koppe edits Za Femme et [Enfant: Une 
Revue du Progres Social et des Questions d Enseignement, 
The Revue appears on the rst, roth, and 2oth of every month. 
Mdme. Koppe founded L’Union du Travail. She is now its 
president. ‘The upper council of Travail des Enfants awarded 
her a medal, Mdme, Louise Koppe, Mdme. Marie Bréon, 
and Mdlle. Lucille Lyon are named delegates of L’Unio1 du 
Travail des Femmes at the approachinz Congrés du J)roit 
des Femmes. . 

Mdlle. Marie Dumas is an accomplished orator, but she does 
not use her powers for speaking on political platforms. She 
contents herself with the more modest but more useful rd/e of 
professor of elocution, here called diction. She occasionally 
gives lectures (in French parlance “‘conférences”) at the 
Salle des Conférences au Boula des Capucines, and her 
audience always pass a pleasant evening. She combines 
many qualities. She is well versed in literature, and is an excel- 
lent actress and dramatic professor. It is easy to understand 
that her lectures are neither dull in matter nor manner. In 
1870 Mdile. Dumas founded the ‘“‘Conféreaces Internation- 
ale,” for the purpose of popularising foreign literature. At 
these readiogs Mdlle. Dumas brought under the notice of 
the literary French public the works of fifty foreign authors. 
Russian literature owes a great deal of its European dopu- 
larity to Mdlle. Dumas’ early appreciation of it, and her well- 
directed labours to make it known. Most of your readers 
know what Chauvin means (the French equivalent to John 
Bullism). Mdile. Dumas is not atauvinée. She thinks that 
there are a great many good things out of France as well as 
in it, 

Mdme. Louise D’Alq is the editor and proprietor of 
Causeries Familieres (“ Familiar Chat”), appearing every Sun- 
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day. She dedicates this publication to mothers and daugh- 
ters, which is a guarantee of its purity. Young girls in 
France are hothouse plants; morally speaking, they are 
in cotton wool. Whether this treatment insures 
their perfect innocence is a question I will leave to others 
more capable than myself to decide. Mdme. D'Alq is a 
contributor to Figaro, to La Revue de Familie (edited by 
Jules Simon), and other papers. She writes all articles on 
the position of women. One recently published in the Paris 
Figaro has been repeated in several other papers, and is 
headed “ Les Carriéres Feminines.” In it the writer main- 
tains that arduous professions, such as medicine, law, &c., 
are not fitted for the mass of women. Furthermore, Jules 
Simon, in his work “ L’Ouvriére,” has demonstrated that it 
is more advantageous that mothers of families should work 
at home than pursue a calling away from their homes, even 
though the latter be more lucrative. This doctrine, whether 
right or wrong, was ratified by the French Chamber in the 
course of the late debate on Female Night Labour. Several 
of the works by Mdme. Louise D’Alq have been awarded 
the “Medaille d'honneur” by the “Société Nationale 
d’Encouragement au Bien.” She is the authoress of seven- 
teen different volumes. W. VERNIER. 


MR. BALFOUR AND THE ‘‘ WOMEN’S 
GAZETTE” AT A PRIMROSE MEETING. 


Ir its not often that Mr. Balfour and the Women's Gazette 
meet together in public, but they were, nevertheless, both 
in evidence at a meeting on Wednesday evening, at the 
Free Trade Hall, Manchester. The cards of invitation stated 
that it was held under the auspices of the Primrose League 
and the East Manchester Conservative Association. We 
were further invited to “come in good time,” and “to wear 
primroses, if possible.” To the latter part of the injunction 
we did not respond. Two of our representatives, however, 
were early in their places at the reporters’ table. Without 


the building aides de camp to the number of eight were 


engaged in distributing copies of the Women’s Gazette to the 
Primrose dames as they entered the building. It was sad 
to think that the historic Free Trade Hall was being devoted 
to promote the interests of a Government now engaged in 
endeavouring to rehabilitate Protection in our legislation. 
The Hall was, nevertheless, profusely decorated with prim- 
roses and banners. In front of the organ was an oil-painting 
representing the audience accorded by Her Majesty to Lord 
Beaconsfield on his return from Berlin. ‘Peace with honour” 
seemed a phrase rather out of joint, having regard to the 
present attitude of England towards Ireland. These were 
considerations, however, which did not enter into the mind 
of the audience. A row of Primrose dames was early 
ensconced upon the platform. There were tall dames and 
short dames, and dames of all degree. As to the audience, 
no one whatever would have surmised that it had been got 
together by the Primrose League. It consisted almost 
entirely of men and boys—with a large proportion of the 
latter—of women but a handful in all the building. For this 
fact we felt grateful, having the honour of women at stake. 
Without the building, there was a force of police and 
many detectives in plain clothes, features now synony- 
mous with Mr. Balfour’s visits to Manchester. This 
is a point well worthy the consideration of the Manchester 
ratepayers. It is no doubt an honour to be represented by 
the present Chief Secretary for Ireland, but, after all, such a 
distinction may be purchased at too great a cost. It is quite 
true that the same force is available when Mr. Balfour’s great 
antagonist, Mr. O’Brien, visits Manchester ; but in the case 
of Mr. O’Brien it is employed by Mr. Balfour, not for Mr. 
O’Brien’s protection, but for his arrest. Therefore, although 
not surprised to find a formidable array of police outside the 
Free Trade Hall, it did at first form a subject for speculation 
as to the why and the wherefore of a large body of police 
scattered among the audience inside the hall. Whether this 
circumstance had anything to do with the character of the 
organisation—namely, the Primrose League, under whose 
auspices the meeting was announced—it is not for us to say. 
The programme put into our hands informed us that the 
mission of the Primrose League is “to keep alive political 
enthusiasm.” This hardly tallies with the statement so indus- 


triously circulated on occasion, that it is “#0? a political 
organisation.” The statement went on to assert that this was 
the point—ée., political enthusiasm——“ where Conservatism 
was naturally weak.” That is, perhaps, easy to under- 
stand. The statement continued: “ Absolute certainty of 

Conservatives 


conviction in the mind of ‘the convinced 


naturally tends to apathy in conduct.” The programme 
of music had already been gone and the audience 
advent of Ireland’s 


was waiting with eager expectancy for , 
darling Chief Secretary, when it was suddenly surprised and 
celia “™ . 4 an aor gi Frisiross LangoWt in 
the body of the accompanied by a braying chorus. 
(N.B.—This solo singer was sof greeted with pe de of “ Turn 
him out.”) This musical event over, there was a call of 
‘Three cheers for Balfour!” somewhat feebly responded to, 
when another voice exclaimed, “ Three cheers for Parnell!” 
and yet another, “Three cheers for Pigott!” a request 
greeted with good-natured, not to say sympathetic lau : 
“Who is that called for?” said a Conservative press man. 
“ Pigott,” said our representative. ‘‘Oh,” rejoined the 
former as he subsided into silence. (By-the-bye, why was 
not Pigott decorated with the Special Service Clasp of the 
Primrose League?) Yet another voice called for “ Three 
cheers for Randy!”—but alas! the name of the founder, 
and of the once idol of the Primrose League, was received 
with chilling silence. 

At this point, Mr. Balfour, who has entered amid cheers, 
commences his speech as chairman. When he had pro- 
ceeded a few sentences, a voice called out, “ What about the 
Land League?” Instantly there is a great hubbub. The 
unfortunate interrogator is severely handled, and in less time 
than it takes to describe it, he was summarily ejected, 
whereat Mr. Balfour laughed as heartily as if it had been 
Mr. O’Brien deprived of his clothes. “ Poor ould Ireland!” 
exclaimed another pathetic voice. Mr. Balfour resumed, 
After being told from so matiy quarters that the Home Rifle 
cause is losing ground every day, it was encouraging to hear 
from Mr. Balfour, that in his;view, at all events, what he calls 
“the Union” is “in greater danger thanever.” He then assu 
the audience—strange though i¢-may seem to | if ooly 
average intelligence—that it was his fate to be devoting all 
his time to promoting “‘the better governnsentiof Ireland ;” to 
“endeavour to cure, or if not to cure to palliate, the evils 
which afflicted her.” Discretion is the better part of valour ; 
and Mr. Balfour, except for a passing reference, took 
good care to keep clear of Mr. O’Brien The latest 
“lies,” as Mr. Balfour termed them, which found accep- 
tance with ‘‘Separatists,” were the “theories as to the 
incidents on the Olphert estate.” Having personally visited 
the Olphert estate, our representative, at this point, began to 
feel and to look somewhat indignant, whereupon a Primrose 
Leaguer, not of republican, but of publican aspect, ex- 
claimed: ‘“‘ Have you a press ticket?” “Certainly, delighted 
to show it you,” rejoined our representative, producing the 
important document, and adding, ‘Even reporters, you 
know, may have opinions.” In dealing with the Parnell 
Commission, Mr. Balfour endeavoured to make very light 
of the letters, and very much of the “other charges.” He 
then proceeded to apply himself not to the vindication of the 
Government policy in Donegal, but to a fancy picture of 
the horrors of the Plan of Campai He spoke of the 
“reluctance!” with which the Irish landlord is driven 
to “ask!” the tenant to give up his holding. He 
then proceeded to what he called “draw a picture” 
of the eviction of tenants who could pay their rent but 
wouldn’t, but who were goaded on to resistance by the 
priests until the police had been wounded, and ‘the order to 
fire had been given. Mr. Balfour went so far as to say that 
what he had described had actually taken place in Donegal. 
At this point our representative could not suppress an audible 
“No”; whereat Mr. Balfour added sign tly what he 
had not otherwise intended to do, “or in other parts of 
Ireland.” ‘Why don’t they shoot ’em down” said a Tory 
voice, amid cheers. Mr. Balfour proceeded to crack a few 
jokes about a tenant who was called upon to pay a rent of 
42 perannum. He wondered if any in the audience were 
“ fortunate enough” to be in that position. By. this time 
Mr. Balfour had been speaking about an hour, and hastily 
drew his remarks to a conclusion. Our representatives 
having listened to as many —er— “departures from fact”: as 


| they could conveniently digest at one sitting deparine amid 
_ the threats of the Primrose League official previously 


j aaged 


: to, 


a 
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TO OUR READERS. 
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now been made with Messrs. W. H. Smith and Son for the 
sale of the Women's Gasette at the bookstalls of the principal 
railway stations. Any complaints should be sent to us. 
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LONDON, SATURDAY, MAY 4, 1889. 


WiTH the opening of the present week came the re-assem- 
bling of Parliament and the resumption of the proceedings 
before the Parnell Commission. The degree of public 
interest still evinced in the latter is due, and due alone, to 
the striking personality of the Irish leader, and to the value 
of his examination. It is no reflection upon the judges to 
assert that when Mr. Parnell, Mr. O’Brien, and one or two 
others of the Irish members have stepped down from the 
witness-box the public are likely to view with manifest 
impatience the prolongation of the farce, for the convenience 
of Her Majesty’s Government. 

In the House of Commons, it is not likely that the 
remainder of the Session will prove of an unexciting nature. 
That the Sugar Convention Bill will meet with a strenuous 
and determined opposition throughout its entire stages, goes 
without saying. At the present time there is no sign of any 
disposition on the part of the Government to make an 
attempt to deal with the distressed condition of thousands of 
the Irish tenants, in Donegal in particular, or throughout the 
country generally where the pressure of unjust arrears con- 
tinues to constitute, as it must do, a fatal barrier to the peace 
and even normal “prosperity” of the oppressed tenants. 
The Government, however, are dwelling in a fool's paradise 
if they think to escape just criticism, or to burke inquiry 
into the details of their Irish administration, by twitting the 
Opposition with a charge of “ obstruction.” Never was an 
administration guilty of such gross travesty of justice, of such 
wholesale and cruel oppression of an impoverished people, or 
of such despicable conduct towards its political opponents, as 
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the present Government. Not a single incident in their 
detestable Plan of Campaign for goading the Irish people into 
rebellion and degrading their leaders must be allowed to pass 
unchallenged. By questions, and supplemental questions, 
by motions for adjournment and by debate in season and out 
of season, their policy must be arraigned, and as far as 
possible their designs frustrated. This is what the country 
expects of the Opposition, and the country is not likely to 
be disappointed. If proof were needed in support of this, 
we find it in the signs of political activity which have 
characterised what custom decrees shall be called the Easter 
“recess.” It is true that these activities have been met by 


attempts at counter demonstrations, and in this connection 
we cannot forbear to notice the fiasco at Birmingham last 
week. The “hundreds of delegates” like, the “branches” of the 
now defunct “ National Radical Union,” were apparently not 
on view. As a family party, the event may be doubtless 
described as asuccess. Asa national political demonstration, 
it was a farce. It was very unkind of Lord Derby to express 
the hope that their distinguished host “might long remain 
with them ”—implying as it does that Mr. Chamberlain is 
apt to change his political opinions, or as that right hon. 
gentleman himself boasted, “sacrifice his convictions” ! 
Lord Derby must surely have had in his. mind Lord 
Hartington’s famous utterance to a converted Liberal- 
Unionist—“ You might as well have waitéd for Chamberlain.” 


With a view, we suppose, to a feeble imitation of the great 


women’s meeting in the Birmingham Town Hall, last 
November, the Women’s Liberal Unionist Association, the 
Secretary of which is a Mr. Farrow, and which appears to be 
a branch habitation of the Primrose League, without its 
ornamentations, promoted a meeting on Friday last, when 
Mrs. Ashworth Hallett spoke “‘in support of the Government 
and the Crimes Act.” 


Mrs. Hallett enjoys a wide range of 
violent language without a corresponding proportion of 
accuracy. Mrs. Hallett was perforce compelled to quote the 
words of an itinerant fiddler, who favoured Home Rule 
because it would mean “all whisky and no work.” This is 
a fair specimen of Unionist argument, but it does not say 
much for the speaker’s estimate of the intelligence of her 
audience. Mrs, Fawcett’ was announced to speak upon 
“Justice to Ireland,” but the discourse resolved itself into 
abuse of Mr. Gladstone, and a plea for Women’s Suffrage. 
Lord Hartington and Mr. Chamberlain were among her 
auditors, and the former theme was evidently much more to 
their taste than the latter. Lord Hartington’s organ, the 
Manchester Examiner, in commenting upon the speech, 
gives Mrs. Fawcett frankly to understand that “‘it is perfectly 
obvious that the paramount interest of defending the Union 
of the three kingdoms cannot safely be hampered with any 
such additional and ‘contentious matter’ as the question 
of extending the Parliamentary franchise to women ;” which 
being interpreted is “very glad of your help, you know, all 
for the good of the Union, but you can’t expect us to trust 
you with a vote, and all that sort of thing, you know.” 
Mrs. Fawcett and the other speakers took good care to 
keep very clear of the sufferings of the Irish people. For 
the women and girls in Donegal and throughout the country, 
who have so nobly stood up in defence of their homes, for 
the anguish of those driven to a foreign land to seek a living 
denied them in the country of their birth, for those who 
have borne themselves in the national struggle with a 
heroism beyond all praise—not a word. These are matters 
to which the eyes of the speakers at the women’s meeting at 
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Birmingham were blind: these are cries which they had 
no ears to hear, nor hearts to sympathise. To us their silence 
must come as a fresh demand, by political effort and if 
possible by personal contact during the next few months, to 
give expression to that sympathy for them which their 
sufferings and their fortitude have excited in the breasts of 
the majority of women throughout Great Britain. 


We take the following from a Parisian contemporary :— 
There will be; two Women’s Rights Congresses in Paris 
during the exhibition season. The prime mover in the one 
—the more Radical of the two—is Mdlle. Maria Deraismes, 
who is not unknown in this city as a writer, editor, lecturer, 
and politician. Several French senators and deputies, and 
many reformers from foreign parts, notably from England 
and the United States, have already responded to the 
invitation to be present at the congress, where they will sit 
as delegates from the various societies and organisations 
devoted to the advancement of feminine interests. M. Léon 
Giraud, a young French Doctor of Laws, who has written 
two or three volumes on different aspects of the woman 
question, is now lecturing in Paris and the provinces, calling 
attention to this congress and urging attendance at its sittin 
wh ich will be held in the hall of the French Geographical 
Soce ty, jn the Boulevard St. Germain, from the 25th to the 
30th of June. The second congress will be presided over 
by M. Jules Simon, senator, and will confine its attention 
more especially to the charitable and philanthropic side of 
women’s sphere. This congress is held under the patronage 
of the Government, and its sittings will take place in the 
large amphitheatre of the Trocadéro. Madame Emile de 
Morsier and Madame Isabelle Bogelet are the prime movers 
in this undertaking. The committee has issued an appeal 
for funds, in which they review the legislative and other 
triumphs in regard to such questions as education, divorce, 
trade unions, &c., which they ascribe to the influence of the 


last Women’s Congress held in Paris. Communications and. 


subscriptions should be addressed to M. Leon Richer, 4, Rue 
des Deux-Gares, Paris. . 


& & 

In addressing a Primrose League meeting at Reading last 
week, Sir Wm. Hart Dyke perpetrated a joke upon the 
assembled dames, which alas! owing to native dimness of 
perception, they were unable duly to appreciate. The hon. 
bart., according to the Primrose League Gasette, “ contended 
that the present Opposition was the most ill-advised and 
least patriotic Opposition he had ever known.” One of their 
objects had been “to blacken the character of their 
opponents”!! Just think of it! Of course anybody but a 
Primrose Dame would immediately have seen the joke. 


+ & 

Mr. Pickersgill, M.P., deserves all praise for his efforts— 
which we sincerely hope he will not relax—to secure the 
appointment of matrons to attend to female prisoners at 
police stations as well as at police courts. Our correspondent 
in the Ladies’ Gallery very justly describes as “‘ contemptible ” 
the plea set up by Mr. Matthews that he cannot effect this 
desirable reform on the ground of “finance.” The step now 
urged is only a concession to clecency, to say nothing of 
humanity. It might perhaps be well for some of our readers 
to put themselves in communication with the Home Secre- 
tary, and impress upon him that there is a strong public 
opinion behind Mr. Pickersgill in this matter. 


* & 

We venture to suggest to the committee for promoting the 
return of women as county councillors, the desirability of 
bringing pressure to bear upon members of both Houses of 
Parliament to secure the immediate passing of the Bill intro- 
duced into the Upper Chamber by the Earl of Meath, and 
that given notice of by Mr. Channing (and which is backed 
by members on both sides) in the House of Commons. The 
object of both Bills is, of course, to remedy the effect of the 
recent judicial decision in the case of Lady Sandhurst, and 
to render women eligible for election as county councillors. 
By trying for both measures, the passing of one should be 
secured at an early date. In the meantime, after the answer 
given by the Lord Advocate to Mr. Walter McLaren the 
other night (to the effect that, according to the present 
drafting of the new Local Government Bills, women are 
ineligible for election in Scotland), it behoves those interested 


in this question satisfactorily settled to move an 
amendment before the Bills leave the Commons, inserting a 
proviso rendering women eligible to serve on the new Scotch 
Councils, 


- + 
* rete ; 

People are asking why the tram and omnibus drivers 
and conductors, in London and our large towns, cannot 
accomplish for themselves what the Vienna trammen have 
done during the last few days. It is difficult to see why 
there should be a better esr de corge amo the employés 
in Vienna than here. On the “a it cannot be 
denied that the competition for employment, of every kind 
and at any wage, is keener in the Metropolis than anywhere 
else in the world. It is all very well to propose legislation 
and the “‘double-shift system” with an eight hours day. That 
would simply mean half the present rate ig anpad the 
present employés, who could not be expected to be grateful 
for an agitation attended with such results. 

There is a shorter and a more effective method than this, 
and that is the policy adopted by Mrs. Reaney, and which 
has already produced something like a revolution in many 


companies in their relations with their employés. The 
fundamental principle of Mrs. Reaney’s policy is that the 
remedy is always in the hands of the directors; that the 


directors are but the servants of the shareholders, and that just 
as soon as the shareholders consent to forego a very small 
percentage of the enormous profits which generally accrue to 
them, the evils complained of can be quickly remedied. 
We believe, however, that Mrs. Reaney is strongly in favour 
of a direct control over the companies being invested in 
the county councils, 


* 
+ 


So Lord Londonderry is, after all, to retire from the post 
of Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. His Excellency was quite 
correct in assuming—as he did in the very political speech 
in which he indulged the other night, at what was supposed 
to be a non-political gathering—that under the present 
Government, and so long as Mr. Balfour is Chief Secretary, 
it really matters very little who is-in residence at Dublin 
Castle. The Irish people, at all events, are not likely to 
break their hearts over his come, for he has endeared 
himself to them neither as a landlord, as an administrator, 
nor as the representative of a Government “ strong enough 
to be hated, yet not powerful enough to be feared.” It is 
understood that Lord Salisbury is likely to obtain the 
services of the Duke of Abercorn as Lord Londonderry’s 
successor, the duke not being one of those who would 
raise an inconvenient claim to be admitted to the Cabinet. 

* & 

Every housekeeper will by this time have been forced to 
realise the fulfilment of the prophecy we ventured to make 
two or three weeks ago as to a rise in the price of sugar, due 
to the introduction of the Sugar Bounty Bill now before the 
House of Commons, and which, of course, is a Government 
measure. If it should be permitted to pass into law there is 
every reason to anticipate a further rise, not only in sugar, 
but in preserves, and other household necessaries. From.a 

y point of view it would no doubt be well for the Bill to 

allowed to pass, for nothing would so clearly prove to the 
working classes that the tendency of modern Conservative 
legislation is distinctly Protectionist, and the present Bill is 
only the thin edge of the wedge. Jt is important to 
emphasise the fact that in the passing of the Bill is involved 
the complete sacrifice of the principle of Free Trade, and 
further, that its fate practically rests with the Liberal 
Unionists members of the House, several Conservatives 
having already intimated their intention to vote against it. 
It remains to be seen what action will be taken by the 
“more Tory than the Tories” party. 


So 
* @ 

One of the most revolting and heathenish relics of English 
government in Ireland is the child slave market or hiring 
fair. One of the principal of these is to held at Letterkenny, 
on Friday, the roth inst, The two subsequent Fridays are 
also hiring fair-days. Our Donegal correspondent informs 
us that “‘some business in human flesh” is also transacted 


on the 8th May, which is the date for the usual monthly fair 
for cattle, &c. We hope before long to publish some articles 
upon this subject. We merely mention the dates here to 
afford any of our readers who can cross to Ireland an oppar- 
‘tunity for being 


as they have also 


resent at one of these “rabble markets,” 
heed called. 
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FROM THE LADIES’ GALLERY. 


THERE was not a large attendance in the House of Commons 
when it resumed its sittings on Monday, after the Easter 
vacation, Mr. Gladstone was not in evidence, and the front 
lt Apso bench was but thinly populated. The House 
early got into Committee of Supply, the first votes up for 
consideration being those embodying salaries of ministers. 
Mr. Labouchere sought to reduce the stipend of the first 
Lord of the Treasury, and of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
from £5,000 per annum to £2,000, the hon. member 
insisting that the Chancellor of the Exchequer was under no 
public obligation to exercise hospitality. Mr. Addison cried 
out, amidst laughter, “‘He gives parties.” With great disdain 
Mr. Labouchere replied that he merely did so in order 
“corruptly ” to induce the members of his own party to keep 
together, and “in order that their wives might go back to 
their country places and swagger about and say, ‘Oh, I met 
the Duchess of this and Lady that at the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer’s parties.” After this Mr. Addison subsided, and 
very soon the proposal for reduction was negatived by 100 
against 30. Later Mr. W. Redmond made an attack upon 
the Home Secretary, and was several times called to order. 
Mr. Matthews was arraigned for his action in connection with 
the Parnell Commission. Mr. Morley enforced the accu- 
sations. Mr. Balfour had hitherto been lolling about on the 
Treasury bench, in a condition of complacency, but he now 
broke forth into a great rage, and denounced Sir William 
Harcourt, who happened to be absent. On the question of 
the vote for the commission to inquire into the prison rules. 
Mr. Pickersgill pleaded with the Home Secretary to reverse 
the decision he had arrived at not to appoint matrons to 
attend upon female prisoners at police stations. Mr. 
Matthews set up the contemptible plea of “ economy” as a 
reason for not giving effect to this very desirable reform. 
Amongst those who had the advantage of hearing the debate 
were General Boulanger, who was brought into the distin- 
rad strangers’ gallery, by Mr. O’Kelley, and Archbishop 
5. 

On Tuesday, in the House of Lords, the Earl of Meath 
introduced a Bill to enable women to become County 
Councillors, and the Bill was read a first time. The Indecent 
Advertisements Bill was referred to the Standing Committee. 
In the House of Commons the Lord Advocate informed Mr. 
Walter McLaren that the Scotch Local Government Bill, as 
introduced, would not enable women to be elected as County 
Councillors. Mr: Knatchbull-Hugessen was warmly greeted 
on taking his seat for Rochester. In the absence of Mr. 
Smith, from the death of his sister, Mr. Goschen undertook 
the duties of leader of the House, duties which were 
discharged with less asperity than might have been expected 
from the Chancellor of the Exchequer. At the evening 
sitting a most important debate took place upon the liquor 
traffic in India. Mr. Samuel Smith moved a resolution calling 
for immediate action on the part of the Indian Government, 
with a view to the abandonment of the fiscal system which 
at present leads to the establishment of spirit distilleries, 
liquor and opium shops, in places where they never existed 
before, and where they were only now planted in defiance of 
native opinion and the protest of the inhabitants. Mr. Caine 
was able to speak from personal observation of the painful 
and pernicious effects of the system, for which the British 
Government is indirectly responsible. Mr. Walter McLaren 
also supported the motion, which Sir John Gorst opposed on 
behalf of the Government, for whom he set up a feeble 
defence. Sir Wilfrid Lawson replied in a characteristic 

A division was taken, with the very satisfactory 
result of the Government being defeated by a majority of 
ten in a House of 216. This was the first Government 
defeat of the Session. ; 

On Wednesday, the House was occupied with the second 
reading of the Leaseholds Enfranchisement Bill, which was 
opposed by the Government, and ultimately rejected by a 
majority of 29 only. 


Miss Amy Mander, The Mount, near Wolverhampton, 
writes to us to say that she will gladly take charge of (and if 
necessary repair) any clothing, old or new, with which she 
may be entrusted for the evicted tenants in Don Miss 
Mander despatched one parcel early in April, and intends to 
send another shortly. 


THE WOMEN'S,; GAZETTE. 


May 4r 3889. 


NEWS AND NOTES: ON WOMEN’S 
LIBERAL ASSOCIATIONS. 


We regret that the names of Miss Garrington, Warwick, 
and Miss Hordern, Leamington, were inadvertently omitted 
by our correspondent in furnishing the names of members 
of neighbouring Women’s Liberal Associations who lent 


their services to work for Mr. Beale, in the recent election 
for Central Birmingham. 


* 
* + 
It is very encouraging to notice the increasing extent to 
which those who are officially connected with Women’s 
Liberal Associations are coming forward to take part in other 
kinds of public work. Mrs. Lister, the hon. sec. of the 
Huddersfield W.L.A., is the latest instance of this. Mrs. 
Lister has just been elected upon the Board of Guardians. 
Altogether a much larger proportion of women are serving 
upon the new Boards than heretofore, and Women's Liberal 
Associations are well represented upon them throughout the 
country. Surely this result may be said to be in some degree 


traceable to the discussion which took place at the Birming- 
ham Conference. 


ee 

The Plymouth Women’s Liberal Association, through their 
committee, on Friday last, voted £2 towards the help of the 
evicted tenants in Donegal. It has been forwarded to C. 
Conybeare, Esq., M.P., or should he be prevented from 
receiving it-to Father MacFadden. The committee of the 
association are about to hold an “At Home,” to which all 
the members, each to bring a friend, are invited. A pleasant 
sociable evening is anticipated. It will take place at the 
Princess Hall, on May 16th, - 


* 
* & 


The Women’s Auxiliary of the Birmingham Liberal Asso- 
ciation have issued their first annual report, in the course of 
which they state: ‘Owing to the lamented division in the 
Liberal party, which resulted in the retirement, after the 
March annual elections, of a number of Dissentients from 
the Liberal Association, the Women’s Auxiliary lost several 
able and tried workers, whose withdrawal we deplore, while 
recognising it to be for the present almost necessary. In 
spite, however, of these losses, we have reason to congratulate 
ourselves on the steady growth and increasing strength of 
our organisation, which now numbers over a hundred active 
workers.” Alluding to the municipal elections, the report 
continues: “In almost all the contested wards the members 
of the Women’s Auxiliary rendered most efficient and valu- 
able help, in canvassing for some weeks beforehand, in 
speaking at public meetings, and in bringing voters to the 
poll on November rst; not a few of our most devoted 
workers labouring through rain and mud, with little cessation, 
from eight in the morning till eight at night. ‘Their services 
were everywhere warmly acknowledged by those under whose 
directions they worked ; and in all cases we have found women 
warmly welcomed and courteously treated by their brother- 
workers on the ward committees.” After referring to the 
meetings in connection with the Women’s Liberal Federation 
last autumn, the report concludes: “ Your committee feel 
that the members of the auxiliary may look back with satis- 
faction on its first year of existence, and congratulate them- 
selves on a fair amount of work done. Their numbers, 
though not still large, have steadily increased, and they trust 
that they will in time be enabled to extend their organisation 
to all the wards of the town.” i 

* # 

The Warwick and Leamington Women’s Liberal Associa- 
tion is doing good service, carrying on an active propaganda 
of Liberal principles in the country villages. Several of the 
most active members of its committee have been elected to 
organise this particular branch of work. They visit each 
village in turn, leaving literature at every house, and after 
allowing a week or more to elapse for this to be read and 
thought over, a public meeting is arranged. At Henley-in- 
Arden, their exertions met with such success that on April 
r2th, at least 200 people assembled to hear a lecture explana- 


tory of the present condition of Ireland, given by Mrs. A. H. 
Byles, of Leamington, accompanied by a lime-light exhibition 
of illustrative photographs. The audience was most enthu- 
siastic, and several members were enrolled. This, in a Tory 
stronghold, where two months ago it was declared unsafe to 
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hold a public meeting. All attempts at Conservative expres- | domestic ties. When -considered that there were one 
sionsof disapproval were drowned by enthusiastic acclamation, see ge more women aa ‘right Bc' wows nty 
and the proceedings terminated with three cheers for Mr. sauketiined ¢ oi no doubt they’ would have a right 
Gladstone. At Barford,a most enthusiastic meeting was | lo: to her own election as a county councillor, 


held on April rst, the Rev. A. H. Byles (Leamington) in the 
chair. Here Miss Broadbent, of Warwick, made her maiden 
speech, in moving a resolution on “ Women’s Work,” and 
secured the sympathy of her audience at once. She was fol- 
lowed by Mrs. Hordern, of Leamington, and Mrs. Raynor, 
with such success that a number of women joined at the 
close of the evening, and a local executive, under the guidance 
of the parent association, will most probably be started forth- 
with. Stratford-on-Avon has been visited, with the result 
that negotiations are on foot for holding a large meeting in 
the town, as soon as a few more of the neighbouring villages 
have been worked up. On May ist, Miss Garrington 
(Warwick), Miss Bright (Leamington), Rev. J. Gibson, and 
Mrs. Lloyd Evans (both Warwick), were at Wellesbourne ; 
on May 3rd, Mrs. Hordern and Mrs. McParland (Leam- 
ington),and Mrs. Turland gave addresses at Shrewley. Snitter- 
field and other places will follow in the course of the next fort- 
night; and judging by the reception accorded to the ladies 
who have distributed literature in these localities, the speakers 
will meet with as cordial and hearty a welcome, at each of 
them, as any which has yet cheered them in their efforts. 


Mew Associations. 


LADY SANDHURST AND MRS. BYLES AT 
MORECAMBE. 


INAUGURAL MEETING. 


The above newly-formed association was recently inaugu- 
rated under most auspicious circumstances. 

At three o’clock in the afternoon a conference of ladies 
was held at the house of Mrs. Edward Gorrill, Morecambe 
Terrace, and about 40 ladies were present. Lady Sandhurst 
(London) and Mrs. W. P. Byles (Bradford) were very heartily 
welcomed, and the association was formally inaugurated, 
the ladies named giving interesting addresses on the method 
of working these societies. The following officers for the 
year were appointed: President, Mrs. Jeffry Moorhouse; 
vice-president, Miss Stansfield; Treasurer, Mrs. Edward 
Gorrill; secretary, Mrs. T. Atkinson; committee, Mrs. 
Haigh, Mrs. Lang, Mrs. Sykes, the Misses E. Aspden, Gard- 
ner, German, Hargreaves, Lee, Siddle, Sykes, and Whiteside. 
The ladies present were afterwards entertained to tea by 
Mrs. Gorrill, and at the close a very cordial vote of thanks 
was passed to the hostess for the kind and hearty 
reception she had given them, on the motion of Lady Sand- 
hurst, seconded by Mrs. Byles. Mrs. Gorrill briefly acknow- 
ledged the compliment, and the conference terminated. 

Tea was served in the Wesleyan Schoolroom, Green Street, 
at six o'clock, and about 140 persons sat down. The tea was 
provided by Miss Turner, Cheapside, and the following ladies 
were the tray-holders: Mrs. D. T. Hailey, Mrs. Hargreaves, 
Mrs. Heesom, Mrs. Jarratt, Mrs. Lang, Mrs. Sykes, Mrs. E. 
Turner, the Misses Aspden, E. Curry, Heesom, Lee, Sibbald, 
Siddle, Stansfield, and Turner. 

In the evening a public meeting was held in the Music 
Hall, and there was a large attendance. Mrs. Jeffry Moor- 
house (Morecambe) presided, and was supported on the 
platform by Lady Sandhurst, Mrs. W. P. Byles, Mrs. Edward 
Gorrill, Mrs. D. T. Hailey, Mrs. Kershaw, Mrs. G. Knipe, 
Mrs. Plews, and all the committee and officers of the 
association. 


The Chairwoman said they were met that night to cele- 
brate the ina tion of the Morecambe beral 


had bee Si niche hair 
Association. (Applause.) She n n thec 

in accordance with the wishes of her ober Liberals, and 
could warmly congratulate them on the great success that 
had diteidad the efforts of the originators of that associa- 
tion. She had often thought that the women of Morecambe 
had been kept in the background as far as politics were con- 
cerned, but rejoiced to know that in future they would be 
able to enter more into Liberal principles. (Applause.) The 
associations ee OES oe the peace, progress, and 

TOS oO nation. 

z Lanly Sandhurst, =e was heartily received, said she was 
giad to assist in the formation of a new association. With 
regard to what women’s share in politics was, there was no 
member of the Federation that had the slightest desire to 
see women neglect domestic duties. (Hear, hear.) But there 
were plenty of women at the present time who had no 


in a Conservative constit 

hat ‘were the wishes oF ‘the county 
council or the electors. As to what women could d 
county councillors, the 


member of the Lunatic Asylums, Ind 
ial and 


ing the visiting of some 20 lodging-houses, 
junetie asylums, and four reformatory schools. 
kind of work was the right of every wo: because no one 
was more fitted for rung and comfortin, sick, afflicted, 
and orphans. If women were to be a highly e as 
they were being now there was nothing but what she would 
be competent todo. Referring to the relation of religion to 
politics, which she had previously touched upon, the speaker 
said that a very able man had made a curious statement 
with reference thereto, in which he said that if they could 
only carry out their Christianity in ite perfect spirit, they 
would have no such feelings, no such government, and no 
such treatment of Ireland as they had now. (Applause.) 
Mrs. Byles, at the outset of her speech, remarked that it 
had been well said that those who rocked the cradle ruled 
the world—(applause)—and she was e ly glad that 
Morecambe moved. In this corner of land the 
female Liberals had Reet eng ing t0 light a torch for man: 
months, and she was pl that it was now lighted, bu 
would like the blaze to reach Barrow. In Barrow she 
reg love an election contest, and ho 


would 
the women of 


that town would organise themselves and show their power. 
The more they served their cause, the more they w ‘love 
it; no one loved anybody or an unless they would 
sacrifice themselves. (Applause.) The Liberals the 


test cause, and the greatest leader—(applause)—and 
fie had a right to love their cause. When sg thought of 


Ireland, she felt that their first service was due to that 
country. been there, and seen the poverty of the 
Irish nation. Their sun never shone; their fields were 


filled with thorns. 
lish had been blinded, 
ut now they could see, and they geod. service to render 
Ireland before they would have piven justice. She had 
heard people say they were of the Irish question. 
They had no right to say so. The t ves were 
t of it, and well they ms a be tired of having the honest 
fruits of their toil torn from them by an unjust law. 
je peenae:) There were 50—perhaps 100—reasons why Home 
e should be given to Ireland. She wo however, only 
refer particularly to one, viz., the police. ir action in 
every town and street in Ireland was sufficient evidence for 
the condemnation of the English Government. There were 
14,000 police in Ireland who cost the lish one and a half 
ions of money annually. But, after all, she would 
remind her hearers that Ireland was almost a crimeless 
country. At four assize courts recently held there the 


udges congratulated the le upon their orderly be- 
ee our, At an assize courts fn Cork, not very the fades 
ty of 


Shame.) 


there was not a single criminal case to try, and the 
was accordi ay presented with white gloves. Inthe 
Limerick the judge had been nted with white gloves at 
three out of four quarter sessions held last year. ere was 
only one class of court where there was any work to do, and 
that was the Crimes Court—she could not call it a law court 
—and there the work was of a most iniquitious character. 
She had seen the way in which sentences were and 
the trials were a monstrous farce from beginning to end. 
She wanted to know how long England was going to main- 
tain a system like the present government of Ireland, which 
was so rderly and infamous, and felt most anxious that 
the mass of literature that was poured forth by the different 
political presses regarding the government of the Irish 
should give good instruction for these women’s associations. 
There was now such good literature to be had, that if they 
would only study it, they would be made into pe as 
dependent s ers, The information was now so care uy 
si that if they only took care where they went for it 
they would find plenty of cee mental food. (Hear, hear.) 
She sup that all her hearers had pretty well made up 
their minds that the present system should be abolished at 
the first posible moment, and that the sooner it was done 
away with the better it would be. Anew! It was no 
use considering Balfour. He was past reformation, for, like 
Pharaoh, his heart was hardened. But the tide of public 
opinion was turning, and would soon sweep Balfour to 
h’sdoom. (Applause.) 

Miss Stansfield proposed a vote of thanks to the speakers. 

Miss E. Currey seconded, and said she ho the result. of 
that aye work would be the making of Morecambe truly 


The vote Min heartily acconied. sian 
After w Lady Sandhurst mov Mrs. Byles 
seconded, a vote of t to the chairwoman, 


The motion was carried with acclamation, and the 
woman having briefly responded, the meeting terminated 


428 


THORNE, 

A meeting of the Doncaster District Women’s Liberal 
was held in the Town Hall, on Wednesday —_ 

for the of forming a local branch of the above-nam 
Mrs. Nettleton, the rag cag 4 for the association, 
Eresed. Papers were read by Mrs. Mrs. y> 
W: and Mrs, Nettleton. Mrs. Richardson gave 
a stirring on Ireland. dent, secretary, and 


A presi 
treasurer were appointed, and 16 members enrolled. 


WEST AUCKLAND. 


A well-attended public mee was held at West Auck- 
a on atic A week, (It been intended to hold 


e National School, but the cle: 
wn gi b te, Mertin’ (Barnard Oconee i J 
were given . e . 
Wilson, Mrs. ‘Theodore Fry, Miss E i Dar ston, 


e Ce) 
iss Clara Lucas also read a paper entitled ‘‘ Should Women 
Study,'Politics?” One of the resolutions which ressed 
the desirability of establishing a Women’s Liberal ia- 
tion at emeeaeths was — ied = Se ath 
lose Oo: e names of several women to 
join the proposed association were received. 


MR. MATHER, M.P., ON WOMEN IN 
POLITICS. 


ADDRESS TO THE HAUGHTON GREEN WOMEN’S 
LIBERAL ASSOCIATION. 


In connection with the above association, and the revetis 18 
ton Green Reform Club, a tea party and soiree was recently 
held in the Wesleyan Schools, Two Trees Lane, Haughton. 
r 300 ms sat down to and at the subsequent 

Mr. Simeon Taylor 
presi: and was a eae by Mr. W. Mather, M.P., Mrs. 
and the Misses Mather, Mr. Lees pooecrant 0.C., and 
Mrs. Lees Broadbent, Mrs. S. Taylor and Miss Taylor, 
Mrs. McCandlish, Mrs. Oldham (president of the society), 
Mrs. Bertinshaw, Mrs. Stelfox, Miss Marsden (sec.), Mi , 
Edwin Oldham, Mr. Thos. Woolfenden, Mr. E. alker, 
and others. Mr. Mather’s entrance was signalled b loud. 
and continued cheering. The procesdings opened with the 


overture ‘‘Tancredi,” well executed by Miss Naylor. 
The sir in his opening ad referred to the 
recent political meetings held in the schoolroom. They met 


that evening under very different auspices. When they 
were told that Mr. Peacock was so dangerously ill that there 
was no hope of his recovery, they began to look out for 
a candidate. They secured a candidate, an admirable man 
in every respect, and one who had satisfied everybody but 
the Tories, and they didn’t care about them. (Laughter and 
5 Sager Mr. Mather came ane them, and that night 
they met in the flush of victory to congratulate him on 
his return. There was but one little vein of sadness. 
They could not forget at that time the great loss they and 
the country had sustained in the death of Mr. Bright. He 
thought that at that kind of meeting, their ve fest duty 
was to offer their condolence to the family of the late Mr. 
Bright, and express their sense of the loss the country had 
sustained. He therefore moved : ‘‘ That this meeting desires 
to tender its sincere condolence and_ sympathy with the 
- family of the late John Bright, and desires to express its 
lasp somes of the irreparable loss the country has sustained 
b death.’ 
Mrs. Oldham seconded the resolution. Their loss had been 
t, and they could only hope that there would rise up 
men to follow in the footsteps of the one whose death they 
deplo: and who would try to be as good to their country 
as he been. ; 

The resolution was unanimously passed. 

Mr. Lees Broadbent had a resolution to propose congratu- 
lating Mr. Mather on his return to the House of Commons. 
Their success at the last election was great, but he felt at 
the next it would be greater still. He had much pleasure in 
moving “That this meeting desires to congratulate Mr. 
Mather on the glorious victory he has won for Liberalism in 
this division, and hopes that he may long be spared to repre- 
sent the constituency, and further the cause of humanity, 
p and government.” . 

. Thos. Woolfenden seconded the resolution. It always 
was a pleasure to him to go to Haughton Green. Particularly 
was it so on that occasion, for he believed he could safely 

say that the Haughton Green people had done better for the 
Li candidate at the recent election than they had ever 


a Og rted the resolution. There was, 


Mr. Edwin Oldham sup 
i . Mather had won a splendid 
is anid; Bo Soult ty te be a stro candidate, 


i , and had proved himself 
but they the ves were to be omens and very 
tly so, upon having secured Mr. Mather as their candi- 
te. “ 
resolution was carried with great enthusiasm. 

Mz. Mather, on rising to reply, was greeted with loud 
cheers, which were continued for some time. He took it asa 
most happy circumstance, one of the ene pvente since the 

ith the election, and 0: 
election’ that Tho first eeei he attended amongst his 
thering of the 
In the 
jon who had been victorious 
e days when might and force 


election, that the m 

litical friends in the division should be a 
Beughton ‘Green Women’s Liberal Association. 
olden time, when a cham 
returned from battle, in t 
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were the chief factors in the supremacy of one set of people 
over another, it was customary for all the women of he 
land to turn out and to put upon the brows of the victor, 
the floral crown of success, and strew their path with 
flowers. Though their recent adventure must take a much 
lower place than those events heroically told in the language 
of romance, yet it appeared to him that the women of 

Lancashire—and the women of Haughton Green especiall 
—were r to receive the victorious champion of their 
cause, and that night they had in another form, but ina 
form equally grateful to inviting him to be 
resent, and by the women of Haughton Green being the 
to welcome him by their smiles, and to congratulate 


and sweethearts. It was in this sense that rega: 
gathering which they were hol that niente Thee 
welcomed him as the champion of their cause, and thate 


out to 
the mem 


and increasing Sppaecut ees being offered to all those 
young women emplo 


racket and disturbance caused by 
caused by the delay of passing laws. 
important to cultivate in the minds of the young girls, 
and the women who had just entered upon the respon- 
sibilities of life, an aptitude for, and to develop their 
intelligence in, our public affairs, in order that they 
might be preparing themselves not only for the power 
of voting, which he Shoues could not long be withheld, 
but they might influence their brothers and fathers, and 
help them in the performance of their duties. He looked 
upon women as a most important feature in the political 
irs of the day, and it was pleasing for him to learn that 
they had, under the guidance of Mrs. Oldham and other 
ladies, established a healthy and strong Women’s Liberal 
jation, and were ailigent! performing the work of 
spreading that political education, which was absolutely 
necessary for women and men, if we were to get the good 
legislation which was required for the whole of the 
ple of this country. e could only say, in offering 
hem his hearty thanks for the high terms of commendation 
in which he had been referred to, that he shone by a 
reflected Hens flowing from the ardour of their own feel- 
ings, and the warmth of their own desires. One important 
matter in relation to their future in the division, of 
course, was that they should hold the ground they had 
got; and to do that, it was i nec a every part of the 
constituency that meetings such as the one that evenin 
should be held, not confined only to the associations o 
men, but also to include women ; and that those associations 
should be developed more and more during the intervening 
time between and the next election. Mr. Mather then 
went on to refer to the Irish question, and resumed his seat 
amidst loud cheers. 


a garden fair,” Miss Mason; ‘‘The skipper,” and ‘The 
storm fiend,” Mr. E. Greenhough ; “The holy friar,” ‘‘ When 
other lips,” and ‘The white squall,” ter J. Holt. 


Recitations: ‘‘The squire and the cook,” and “The wolf 
and the mastiff,” Mr. John Wood; duet, ‘‘The battle eve,” 
Messrs. C. H. Warren and preenonsl) violin solo, ‘‘ The 
‘* Blue bells of Scotland,” and another, by MissSmethurst, with 
pianoforte accompaniment by Mr. A. E. Spafford, who also 
accompanied d the evening. The vocalists were all in 

voice, and their singing was much enjoyed. Votes of 
fe to the chairman terminated a very pleasant gather- 

ra 


May 4, 2889. 


= BRISTOL WOMEN’S LIBERAL 
ASSOCIATION. 
A BRANCH FOR BRISTOL SOUTH. 


A drawing-room meeting was held on Monday afternoon, 
by invitation of Mrs. Terratt, East Street, Bedminster, with 
the object of forming a branch of the Bristol Women’s 
Liberal Association for Bristol South. There was a large 
attendance, and much interest was shown, several of those 
present giving in their names as members of the new branch, 


Mrs. Arthur Tanner | chrwiney and in the course of an 
earnest address said she believed the principles of advanced 
Liberalism to be the outcome of CO ’s teaching. She 
alluded with much satisfaction to the ahaa = eer 
to resort to arbitration in national disputes. She believ: 
the growth in many great movements was party. due to the 
advanced position of women. It was a arg le for the 
nation to attain to its a es ideal with of its interests 
undeveloped. The province of politics was not to deal with 

remote from the interests of women, but with things 
which make or mar the pe renees of homes and families— 
such as the labour laws, the liquor traffic, education, religion, 
war, taxation, and police tions. In many ways women 
were 7 age q ed for the service of the State, as in 
work for the re of unjust laws, or on behalf of the 
oppressed. For these reasons she asked for help and support 
for the Women’s Liberal Association, and had much pleasure 
in moving that a branch be formed for Bristol South. 

Miss 8 in seconding the resolution, ke 
chiefly to the wor women present, remin: them 
that although their work was and they had little time 
to spare, there were still many ways in which they could 
help themselves and each other, and that in union there was 
strength. There was scarcely any trade in which women 
were paid as good w as men, and this ought to be 
remedied, but the only effectual way was for women to band 
themselves together. Women’s Liberal Associations were 
formed to help women to take an ‘~‘~yest in the public 
affairs of the nation, of which they formed more than half. 
There were many questions which required more than indi- 
vidual effort—it was necessary to bring the influence of 
Parliament to bear on them—as, for instance, the regulation 
of the liquor traffic and education, which affected boys 
and hea ually. There was a Bill now before Parliament 
for the better prevention of cruelty to children. er | 
this was a subject touching the tenderest a ae thies of a 
women. Miss Sturge exp’ the hope has ties would 
be a strong association in Bristol South. 

The resolution was carried unanimously. 

A letter was read from Mrs. W. H. Wills, expressing 
leasure at the proposal to establish a branch of the associa- 
ion in Bedminster. 

Mrs. J. H. Perry moved the follo resolution :—‘‘ That 
this meeting rejoices that Mr. W. H. Wills has consented 
to become a candidate in the Liberal cause for Bristol South, 
ee Roser he wil oe all in his wee to obtain the 

arliamentary franchise for women.” Mrs. Perry, speakin 
of Lord Salisbury’s visit to Bristol, said dia teak looked 
anxiously for his p mme with regard to Ireland, which 
he had spoken of as ‘‘that unhappy land.” His only remedy, 
however, was still perpetual coercion. John Bright had 
said that ‘‘Force is no remedy,” yet now our army was used 
to evict people from homes built by themselves on land 
brought into cultivation by themselves, Mrs, Perry pleaded 
for a Liberal policy in Ireland. 

Miss Estlin seconded the resolution, which was carried 
unanimously. 

Miss Priestman Fatt aot and Mrs. Trebilco seconded, a 
vote of thanks to Mrs. Terrett for her kindness in lending 
her room, and much regret was ex that she was pre- 
vented from being present through illness, 

The motion was carried unanimously, 


CROYDON (WEST WARD) WOMEN’S 
LIBERAL ASSOCIATION. 


A drawing-room meeting was held on the evening of April 
26th, at tha lignes of Mrs. Grover, when Dr. Aubrey, Liberal 
candidate for the Horncastle division of Lincolnshire, gave 
an address on “The Irish Question.” Miss Grover, hon. sec. 
of the association, presided. There was a large attendance, 
and several members took part in the discussion which 
followed, and a number of questions were asked, thereby 
eliciting still further information from Dr. Aubrey, to whom 
a cordial vote of thanks was , on the motion of Mrs. 
Alderson, seconded by Mrs. Hollins. 


HURST WOMEN’S LIBERAL ASSOCIATION 


A very successful soiree was held in connection with the 
Women’s Liberal Association, on the 22nd ult. 


The chair was taken by A. B. Rowley, ep Veksy Dediy 
who in the course of his remarks advised the Liberals to sink 
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that as soon as the 


all personal feeling and work as one mass. 5 ang of 
Ireland, Mr. Rowley said the A peseies of Home Rule is onl 
one of ti and he maintain 

had obtained value for their land, Home 
by og and bounds. After 

room 

went on -to 

Unless they did their ut: 
Sugar Conventions Bill), it would before long 
law of the land. 
ment m 

of the Li 


Rule would Renee 

recommending ev: ne 

get a copy of Sir O. Russell's . Rowley 
discuss the Conventions Bill, sa: : 

to thwart a certain Bill (t 


The Government ht make it a Govern- 
it had the support 
Unionists, the 


of that descri; was 


If pressure 


brought upon the 
Liberal Unioniste—Free Traders as they prot to be— 
they would support that Protectionist measure, That 
measure was framed in the interest of a few refiners in 
this country to prohibit the os ah of beetroot sugar 


manufactured on the continen For some years su 


had been very cheap, and the average consumption 


been 60lb. per head per annum. The pro that 
unless certain nations did away with their bounties this 


country should not receive a pound of sugar from them. 
These countries imported a very large — of sugar, 
and it could be a, what an effect this would have 
upon prices here, 


e refiners of this country did not 
apoy Ears than 5,000 poor at the outside; but through 
sugar being cheap there been prone into existence 
t cones number of industries which now employed 
between 70,000 and 80,000 people, and if the Bill were carried 
these industries wo receive such 
ag Fa whether before long the 

‘as it not iniquitous Bap ) 


price of suger 

per cent? If they got that thin end of the wedge in it meant 
going in for Fair e and Protection, and the manufactu- 
ring and industrial interests of the country would suffer, and 
the first to feel the effect would be those who subsisted on 
weekly wa He was an out-and-out Free-trader, for he 
believed it was an absolute necessity to us, conside our 
enormous population, that we sho maintain our manu- 
facturing gr ee and that this country must be the 
cheapest in the world to live in if ble, and must obtain 
its raw materials at the lowest price; but certain in 
connection with the Tory party, in the shape of lords 
and others, for the sake of putting money in their own 
pockets, would curtail those supplies which were necessary 
to our manufacturing and industrial position. Mr. Rowley 
concluded amid cheers by expressing his thanks for the 
present and kindness of the Liberals of the district. 
Mr. Wryley then sang ‘‘ The Queen’s Hussar” ; Miss Cross- 
field gave a violin solo; Miss Hayne sang ‘Needles and 
Pins”; Mr. Ingleton ‘“‘The Old Brigade”; Misses Jackson 
and Pendlebury a duet ‘‘ Over the Hawthorn Hedge.” After 
a violin duet by Miss Crossfield and Master A. Jackson, tea 
ane —- with sandwiches, oranges, &c., were served to 

e guests, 


Mr. A. E. Rayner spoke of the enormous armaments of 
the continental nations, and proceeded to extol the army, 
navy, and volunteers of this country, recommending 
liberal treatment of the last-named branch. 

Miss Jackson then ere **Thou art come, sweet Stag 0. 
with great appreciation; Miss Crossfield ‘“‘Jenny of the 
Mill” ; and Mr. Ingleton ‘‘ The Little Hero.” 


The Rev. Thos. Green then spoke. He said that during 
the last few years political society had undergone a very 
great change. It was conceivable that the dee interest 
which large numbers of women were politics 
zatgne arrest the progress of Liberal opinion and action, and 
if he thought it would do so he would, nevertheless, 
earnestly encourage them to take part in political fo, 
for, apart from theories, women were destined havea 
much more important influence in the formation and expres- 
sion of opinion than hitherto had been the case. 


After a violin duet by Miss Crossfield and Master Jackson, 
Mr. Wryley gave “ The Owl,” and Miss Hayne sang ‘‘ The 
Old Home” very sweetly. 


Votes of thanks, proposed by Mrs. Jackson, seconded b 
Mrs. Garside, brought a very successful meeting to a close: 


a blow that it was a 
would not be annihilated. 
take place, and that the 
to the consumer at least 100 


more 


Forthcoming Meetings of Women’s Liberal Associations. 


May 3. Portsmouth. Lady Sandhurst. 

» 4 Shildon, Public Soiree. 

» 9. Nottingham. Annual Soiree in the Mechanics’ Large Hall, 
» 16, Plymouth. Princess Hall. An at Home. 

» 22 &23. Annual Meetings of the Women’s Liberal Federation: 


We are compelled to hold over until next week the report 
of the annual meeting of the Manchester Women’s Peace 
Association. 

as 

The trial of Mr. Conybeare had not concluded when we 

went to press. 


430 
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. . 
ee 
THE SUFFRAGE.—MARRIED y, SINGLE. 
To the Editor of the Women’s Gazette. - 


Sir,—The policy of bestowing the Parliamentary vote at 
present only upon those women ratepayers who are qualified 
for the local vote, finds in you a vigorous opponent. Will 
you allow one who is convinced of the wisdom of that policy 
to attempt to put the case for it? 

T trust it is needless to assure you that we are grateful for 
your thorough-going and generous attitude on the “woman 
question ” generally, or that we appreciate your determined 
antagonism to the tendency to place married women in some 
sort of separate position. At the same time, we cannot help 
smiling at the equanimity with which such excellent friends 
of our cause as Mr. Jacob Bright and yourself are able to 
view the postponement of women’s enfranchisement till that 
distant period when an ideal and logically unassailable 
Women’s Suffrage Bill shall find acceptance with the large 
majority of British electors ! 

As far as I know, a really workable scheme has not yet 
been produced under which married women can, in our 

resent circumstances, be included. Taking the conditions of 
fonséhotd suffrage, it would hardly be desirable that a large 
class of electors should be able easily to double their voting 
power by putting in their wives as joint occupiers. In 
addition to this, would Liberals be disposed to welcome the 
creation in county constituencies of a number of faggot votes ? 
But has any provision been made for obviating such abuses 
in the Bills where the “obnoxious proviso” is left out? 
We ask if it be practicable to frame a Bill which, without 
implying some so-called “slur on marriage,” should en- 
franchise only those married women who are the bread- 
winners of their families, or who honestly possess property of 
their own—a consummation which, I for one, would gladly 
see brought about. Instead of producing this amended Bill, 
you would, as I gather from your leader of last week, answer 
that women should be content to wait till the new article of 
our Liberal creed, ‘one vote, one man,” shall have taken 
the place of the principle that “taxation and representation 
must go together.” But the former does not abolish the 
latter principle, it only serves to limit it. That most desirable 
restriction of ‘one vote to one man” is in boroughs practi- 
cally in force now, but so is the “‘ taxation and representation 
principle.” The large number of Liberals who advocate the 
universal application of ‘one man, one vote,” do not, I am 
pretty sure, regard it as amounting to Manhood Suffrage, and 
we are very far off the adoption of the latter by the bulk of 
the Liberal party. 

Meanwhile, the large class of womep ratepayers, who are 
capable of worthily exercising the duties of citizenship, and 
who sorely need the leverage of the vote in order to remove 
those legal inequalities and disabilities which fall heavily 
upon the whole sex, are reproved for being in a hurry to be 
emancipated, and exhorted to find consolation in the fact 
that the more “intelligent” among them are “ consecrating 
their energies” to the political training of women generally. 
Most unreservedly do I agree with you as to the educating 
influence of intelligent practical work by women for the 
political party they believe in, work which is far more 
efficacious than many a “Suffrage demonstration,” both to 
arouse and give evidence of our capacity for politics, as well 
as to accustom and prepare the public for our complete 
enfranchisement. But this is work which can, asa rule, only 
be prosecuted by women of means and leisure, as well as of 
intelligence, and naturally these are in a small minority. It is 
the class of struggling working women who really need the 
suffrage. And has it not become almost a political truism 
that there is no such effectual training in public spirit for 
average civilised people as the exercise of public duties? 
Is it not true that from our bustling practical nation, where 
comparatively few look far a head into the future, or at all 
beyond the immediate wants of the day, it has been difficult 
to extort any system of national education till the want of it 
threatened to prove a serious public danger ? Women rate- 

payers in municipal towns have picked up a degree of 
political training by the exercise of the local yote during 
nearly twenty years. This has been less the case with 
women in the metropolis, and though Women’s Liberal 


Associations are working diligently to give political in- 
struction to their members, what a “little leaven” this is 
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after all to leaven so large a lump! To make a 8 
beginning by enfranchising solely the women ratepayers, 
would be a safe and moderate way of inserting the thin end 
of the wedge of what, in some future generation, I hope will 
become universal womanhood suffrage. It would be a safe 
method, because the present women ratepayers have already 
their public responsibility in some degree brought home to 
them, being, as my experience teaches me, on the whole 
distinctly less ignorant and apathetic than the large majority 
i ee women whose husbands earn the money for the 
There are few of us, I think, who feel - 
ment to the clause excluding ied wiles Tete Gmc? 
We accept it, because most of our sincere Parliamentary 
friends who have the best Opportunity for judging, assure us 
that its retention will most readily through the House of 
Commons a measure of justice which we believe to be much 
needed. I cannot help feeling that the outcry against that 
clause—coming though it does from many who have strong 
claims on our respect and admiration —savours somewhat of 
pedantry and sentimentalism. The superficial “slur on 
marriage” would be far outweighed by the benefit conferred 
upon married and single women alike, of removing the dis- 
ability of sex. A great revolution would come about by 
those gradual steps which history shows us to be the only 
sure ones, if merely because they are less likely to lead to 
the calamity of violent reaction which has so often followed 
in the wake of salutary but too sudden reform.—I am, sir, 
faithfully yours, SARAH SMITHSON. 
Heworth, York, April 24th, 1889. 


TWd& PRIMROSE LEAGUE. 
Zo the Editor of the Women's Gasette. 


-Sir,—Indeed, the Pa// Mall Gasette states facts. As a 
member of one of the oldest Women’s Liberal Associations, 
I can testify to their accuracy. Our way was through the 
wilderness, till the Primose League burst forth—and_ though 
a Radical of the Radicals, I rejoiced at that Conservative effer- 
vescence, for I saw in a moment that conventionalism would 
henceforth be on the side of political women. Our wilder- 
ness blossomed like a rose at once. But even beyond my 
most sanguine expectations flowers of rhetoric since then 
have strewn our path, from Liberal leaders whose previous 
notice had been more after the fashion of throwing stones at 
us.—I am, A MEMBER OF AN Ear_y W.L.A. 

April 3oth, 1889. 


aaa rr 


It is stated that General Boulanger acted with very deli- 
berate forethought and under the particular advice of M. 
Rochefort in accepting the hospitality of Mr, O’Kelley at the 
House of Commons. This was rather a political than a 
mere sight-seeing visit to the Legislature. The General 
believes that in accepting the friendship of the Extreme Left 
in the House of Commons he will be doing that which is 
most acceptable to his followers in France. He has, for 
similar reasons, no intention of allowing himself to become a 
favourite lion of London drawing-rooms. “Mrs. Leo 
Hunter” is, of course, very anxious to secure his “assistance” 
at her parties, and many attempts in that direction have 
already failed. The General might easily become the 
“Buffalo Bill” of this London season, but he is sufficiently 
awake to his own interests in France to know that the 
position could not tend to advance his claim to power on 
the other side of the Channel. 

Paar 

Here is a curious extract from Lloyd's Evening Post of 
Wednesday, October 16th, 1872 :— 

‘“‘ Wednesday fe’nnight, Wolverhampton market being very 
thin of beafts, a man took his wife, with a halter round her 
neck, to the place where the cattle are fold, paying the ufual 
toll, and there expofed her to fale. She did not long remain 
in that fituation, before a fon of the whip an old acquain- 
tance, ftepped up and asked her price, but fhe was valued 
only at 6d., which he immediately paid, and led her away 
through a vaft concourfe of people.” 

At the date quoted above, Lloyd's Evening Post was 
published bi-weekly by John Rivington, jun. at No. 13, 
Paternoster Row. It was sold at threepence, 
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Therefore free from all Metallic Taste. 
(ABD POLITICAL LITERATURE GENERALLY, CAN BE OBTAINED FROM 


Highly recommended the whole Medica 
P. S. KING & SON, 


ee __ , Parliamentary Booksellers, 
Denada Building, 5, King Street, Westminster 


BRITISH LIOM SAUCE, THE BEST. 
BRITISH LION RELISH, MONE BETTER. 
of all Ohemists and Grocers. 


Associations can be supplied with Papers, Returns, Pamphlets, &0., on To be had 


the various questions disoussed by them. 


EDGH BROTHERS, 
——A MONTHLY LIST SENT ON RBBORIPT OF ADDRESS.—— 


Farringdon Road, London, B.O. 
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Tue remedy that will effec- 


a? ALL CEN@STHS GUARANTEED ASHTON’S 
GREAT 


W.OXKEYS CROCHEG BALLS 


cure any ordinary case 


GOUT |: 
RHEUMATIC in one day ; it gives relief n 
CURE. 


ST TI 


: : a 
| COLQUR GOOD QUALITY EXCELLENT. PRICE REASONABLE. | aan. bolle . 
<A ee ee for Asthma, Bronchi- 
Pe ~ * ASHTONYS | fe. tocoping couch, cousns 
: O p< & E bd na S | ».4 Cc O R : D . GREAT fm boven, 1id., 28. 94., 
: . i A ) T H ia A oid by ll hemistaorsent 
> | | . “ery San ae CURE. Warner and fa, , 
@07°GREAT. ANCOATS, MANCHESTE ROM asuTon’s: preset patie he 
— UNIVERSAL eee e 
: ine ’ human frame. 
| ORCHARD’S CURE ror DEAFNESS, PILLS. pan invaluable remedy 
z Gafe and Harmless. Has Cured Hundreds. ASHTON’'S abscesses or inflamed 
«wow. I CAN HEAR THE BIRDS SING,” 


818,—Your “ Cure for peatncan® has bese westh 2 sovereign te 
1d not hear the Charch Bells ring when in bed, 
Poel Sa'an city ecu nog ine — 


CURATIVE SALVE. | 3.4. 
. Bunzanp, Marlborough, 

_ Ia, 144 per Bottle, Free by Post for 14 Stamps, from 
EDWIN J. ORCHARD, CHEMIST, SALISBURY. 
f ANY CHEMIST CAN PROCURE IT TO ORDER. 


WHoLEsaLs AGENTS: | 
Hassrs, WILLIAM EDWARDS & SON, Quoc Victoria Street, f. 
‘MAY ROBERTS & 0O., Clerkenwell Road, B/v. 
HOVENDEN & SON, Berners Street, W./ 


Pasernester Buildings, Kenden.—May 4, 2889 
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